[image: ]
9th Grade English
COURSE SYLLABUS
Spring SEMESTER 2021 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Instructor: Mr. Martin         	     	
Email:  sdmartin@henry.k12.va.us
Room #105
School Telephone: (276) 629-1731
Class Schedule:      	
8:00 - 10:00	     Planning
10:00 - 11:00       Bengal Tech English 9 
11:10 - 12:10 	     Bengal Tech English 9
1:50 - 2:50     	     English 9
2:50 - 3:30	     Office Hours
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 
Course Description:
This course is designed to develop the basic skills of students as mature readers and writers through the analysis of complex texts in the genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama. Students will read and analyze a variety of works by authors recognized as masters within each genre from America and other world cultures. We will explore short stories, plays, poems, and nonfiction texts and write in a variety of styles with a focus on structure, vocabulary, and writing mechanics. In addition, students will engage in a variety of discussions, oral presentations, and research projects to build their reading comprehension and analytical skill by conducting research and following proper MLA guidelines. Students will also be encouraged and expected to integrate technology into some of their assignments to further develop their 21st century skills. These projects and the course as a whole will allow students to showcase their ability to communicate effectively and build their critical thinking skills. By the end of the class, students will have established a strong foundation for further study in English Literary Studies at the high school and college level.

Required Materials:  
· Loose-leaf Paper
· Composition Notebook
· Pencil/Pen
· Charged iPad
· Book for SSR (from home, school library, or digital ebook)
· Box of tissues or hand sanitizer for the classroom (optional and much appreciated)
Course Policies:
Virtual Learning Expectations
Students should check email DAILY - once in the morning and once in the afternoon. All emails should be responded to within 24 hours. Students should check Canvas DAILY for announcements, new assignments, as well as feedback on assignments and grades. Students should be working on classwork DAILY. When participating in classroom Zoom meetings students should be dressed according to HCPS dress code, with camera on, muted, and sitting upright in view of the camera. 
Attendance Policy—
Any student who accumulates (5) unexcused absences in a class, in one grading semester, shall lose credit for the class in which (5) unexcused absences have occurred.
 	Tardiness - 
Tardiness is defined as any unexcused appearance of a student beyond the scheduled time that a class begins. A referral will be written on the third and subsequent unexcused tardy. Tardies do not reset until the end of each semester.
	1st tardy - Teacher warning
	2nd tardy - Parent notification
	3rd tardy - Conference with Administrator
	4th tardy - ISS during block tardy
	5th tardy - One day ISS
	6th tardy - One day OSS
Grading —
Classwork/Participation x 1
Quizzes/Papers/Projects x 2
Projects/Tests x 3
Bathroom Breaks—
Students will not be allowed to leave the classroom during the first 30 minutes of class, the last 30 minutes of class or during lecture/discussion times unless it is a true emergency. Students must have a teacher’s signature in their planner to leave class. Repeatedly leaving the room may result in the loss of this privilege.
Electronic Devices—
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Cell phones are allowed, but must not be visible. Cell phones may be used in the classroom when the teacher gives permission. If students receive multiple warnings regarding the use of their phone during class, the device will be confiscated. If confiscated, a parent/guardian must pick up the electronic device from the Main Office.  Refusal to turn over any device may result in ISS or OSS.
[bookmark: _99jg52geryjl]Behavior Guidelines:  I have set very high expectations for all of my students this year to come in every day with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn. In turn, each students must take equal responsibility for creating a positive classroom environment by following these rules:
1. Respect Others
2. Be on Time
3. Come to Class Prepared
4. Listen to the Teacher
5. Do Your Best!
6. No Phones (unless specifically allowed by the teacher)
Although I do not expect to have this problem in any of my classes, if a student chooses to be disruptive in class and take away time from learning, there will be consequences. 
The steps are:
1. Verbal Warning 
2. Student-Teacher conference
3. Phone Call to Parent/Guardian
4. Referral to Administrator

**Progressive discipline will be used unless the situation requires an immediate referral to the appropriate administrator.**
 
Letter to Parents:
Dear Parent/Guardian,
 
English is a very demanding course. We will cover chapters in the textbook along with poetry, short stories, and drama in eighteen weeks. Although I do not plan to give a lot of homework assignments, there may be some days where we do not complete everything I have in the schedule and students will need to complete their work at home. Each student will need to make sure they bring their reading materials, a three-ring binder, something to write with, and their iPads to class everyday. 
 
I have included a copy of the course syllabus with this letter. Hopefully, you have had time to sit down and look over this syllabus and discuss my expectations and requirements with your son/daughter. Once you have both and signed the syllabus contract, please ensure that your son/daughter brings the form back to the next class period. I have written this contract to ensure that both the students and their parents understand how this course will run. If you have any questions regarding the syllabus or the course, please do not hesitate to contact me through email.
 
I have extremely high expectations for all of my students. I am asking for your help to maintain those expectations by checking with your son/daughter periodically to make sure that their work is being done. I am looking forward to an exciting year! It is my goal to provide all students with an educationally challenging, yet fun, experience in my classroom.
 
Thank you,

Mr. Martin





*****Syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.*****
** I have read the Syllabus for Mr. Martin’s 9th Grade English Class and understand all of his expectations and requirements**

Student name_________________________________________________________________
Student signature __________________________________ ______Date _________________

Parent name__________________________________________________________________
Parent signature ________________________________________   Date _________________
Parent e-mail address___________________________________________________________
Parent phone number __________________________________________________________

My preferred method of communication from the teacher is:  ____ phone call  ____e-mail



Movie Permission Slip
At times throughout the school year we will be using movies in class to supplement lessons. These movies have the possibility of having a rating of PG or PG-13. Movies such as Romeo and Juliet and The Odyssey will be shown in class as we read through those selections. By signing this permission slip, you are allowing your child to watch a PG or PG-13 rated movie in class. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Thank you,
Seth Martin
sdmartin@henry.k12.va.us

Please check one:

_______ I give my child permission to watch PG and PG-13 rated movies in class

_______ I do NOT give my child permission to watch PG and PG-13 rated movies in class (Student will then be required to complete an alternative assignment in another room)


___________________________________________		________________________
                        Parent Signature						       Date 
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